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Kuchchidananda Sivabhinava Nrisimha

Bharati Kwamigal was the unfamiliar

name of that most familiar, magnificent

and divine Personality that gracefully

adorned the throne of the famous Sringeri Mutt

on the hanks of the pure Tunga He was well

known among his disciples as the simple

'Sringeri Jajjadguru". Horn of highly learned and

pious parents hi' inherited at his very birth all the

learning and piety and the religious fervour of his

father Kunigal Rama Sastrigal the famous Vidvan at

the court of the Maharaja Krishna Uaja Wodavar

111 of Mysore and the favoured disciple of the

renowned Tryamhaka Sastrigal of the Court of the

IVshwas of l'oona. I'.ven as an infant of two

\cars old he lisped in the stotras ie|ieated by his

UtliiM^aud danced with him in his ntimhotr,t

house. Kveu then he used to smear himself with

holy ashes and play with the children at worship-

ping the (lods. The child was the father of the man

and even at a very early age he exhibited traces of

all the characteristics that went in later years to

make him the «r?*t«»t of all mortals At the age
»
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of eight he was invested with tho ^icrod thread by

his elder brothei the well known lukshmi Nrisiin

ha Sastngal and soon aftei, he wis mitiatod into

theSannyasa Asrama In the then Pn lagadguru

of the Snngen Mutt Sri Niisnnha Bhainti Swami

gal, and this was the signal foi the exhibition of

his greatness On the vei\ di\ ho became i

sannyasin it was rathei lat> ir, the ov< mug when

all the necessaij ntes wtr< limshcd iml whin the

Snngeu Jagadguiu found tliN voting Ikjv of only

eight \eais of .igo natuiallv. timl, Ik n-kod bun ti>

letire and when om nuuelloiN \oung twami

went to sleep he utteiod in hi-. -I. , p tin following

giand tiuth for the lealisation of whub the noil

leained people yearn in vim vi/ *?^S?H,

(Saivoham) thus giving out for tin hist tinu >i

glimpse of his universality Sun e then di\ bv da\
,

he became the cynosuie of all oves His winning

peisonality, his smiling countenance, his inanv

sided learning, his broad sympathy, Inn child lik«

Simplicity, his charming innocence, his eager

thnst for knowledge, his lntenso solicitude for the

welfare of all, his devout piety, his lehgious /.eal,

his earnest belief in the bastras, his rigorous

penance, his innate purity, bis easy accessibility,

the nobility of ho mind, the breadth of his viows,



the magnanimit) of his tempet, his universal

kindness, his enp igtnf; conversation, his retentive

momorj, an J List though not least his munificent

gonerosit>- all tin -( attracted to.vards him even

living soul tint came m contvct with him None

appro tchud him in \ain None went hack dis-

appointed l'eop.i Mocked to him in crowds and

waited at his door* foi hours togethci juat to get

a glimpse of that divine countenance shedding

lustie all loimd The moment they got a sight

of it thej conMdeied themselves the happ'est of all

human beings \\ hat was it that made them so '

It was nothing but the divine lustre tint shone in

his face It wis nothing but the Universal svm

pathv that beamed on his countenance It was

nothing but the marvellous supei human milk of

kindness that tlovvtd from his heait— the In ail

that alwavs nuked in divine ecstasv evil deMiou--

of universal happiness It was this ehaiacteustii

that vv is the most peculiai in him and that abseit-

ed his divinitv to a gnat extent He was alwavs

pel fecth tmpai till Kveiv one was equal in bis

eves He caied not foi riches He cared not foi

positiou No — nothing but Bhakti could attract

people to him Rich 01 poor, high 01 low, e\er>

hod> bad to go through the portal of Bhakti to



approach his august presence. Everyone that

came to him, he loved as himself thus exhibiting

his divinity. Every one who had even two minu-

tes conversation with him went out of his presence

with the full conviction that ho was tho ol>j<>ct of

some special love for His Holiness. Who hut a

divine person could be thus universally beloved ?

And who but a divine incarnation could thus infuse

universal love into the minds of all ?

Of such a divine personage it is impossible to

draw a sketch. His activities wero many-sided.

His knowledge was omniscient. His devotion

was intense. His sympathy was universal and his

purity contagious. No man was ushered into his

holy presence who did not go back full of noble

resolve to lead tbence-forward a purer and a more

exalted life. To hear of him was a pleasure. To

see him was a privilege. To speak to him was a

real blessing and to be granted a special interview

—Ab 1 that was the acme of happiness which people

coveted most in all earnestness. The magnetio

force of his wonderful personality was such that

one word, nay one smile or even one look was

quite enough to convert even the most indifferent

of persons into his most ardent and obedient of

djsciples.



His sympathies were thoroughly cosmopoli-

tan. He never confined himself to any particular

scot or caste. He was all tolerant He belonged

to all, irrespective of caste or creed. Was be not

the Jagadguru—the guru of the whole world'

True to his appellation he embraced within the

sweep of his love, people of all nationalities and of

all climes Brahmins and non-brahmins, Hindus

and Malioinedans, Parsis and Christians, Europe-

ans and Australians all these claimed—nay even

received equal treatment at the hands of His

Holiness. All these vied with each other in doing

homage to him. Ho knew of no narrow-minded

sectarianism in his love. He saw the same Atma

i. e.. himself in all beings whatever be their nation-

ality. Once, at Chennapatna in Mysore Province,

when he -at in the midst of a large

concourse of Mahometans who were eager to do

him all kinds of service and freely conversed with

them to their great enjo> meiit, he did not know

the passing of the time and when at last he was

reminded of it and the audience dispersed, he

expressed to one who asked him about it that he

did not at all feel that he was sitting so close to

the Mahometans conversing with them but that

all along be enjoyed supreme bliss arising from



communion with his own Atma Such was the

great Mahatmi who aluajs forgot his surroundings

and consideied every one as lua own self That

was the secret of his immense popularity Letters

came from ditteient paits of the world, from

England, fiom Holland, fiom Germany from

Austialia, fi om titter strangei\ hogging for some

token, some watch or locki t, touchod liy His

Holiness which the\ ma> preserve for e\ei as a

talisman to piotect them from ill evils Such

was the heliel in his sanctit\ even among the

modern scientihc.illv advanced nations

He was giand in hi*. simplicity Ho was

actually lolling in wealth People would gno

anything and everything to get his hlessings Ml

comforts that lovo 01 mone\ could secure woie at

his heck and c.ill Still he was pnfecth mditTeient

to them Ho nevei caied for them Not only did

he not caie foi them, hut he actuall> did not know

the value of them as it is understood h\ us He

did not know the difference between one Hupee

and one lac of Rupees He considered both as

valuable as the mud he was t leading on Ho would

very often lie down on the bare ground and as often

wander in lonely forests and derivo therofrom

immense pleasure He would scorn all riches



Hi' would scoi 11 a! I paraphernalia But he was

tied down by the command of hiB Guru to a Mutt

winch, ever since his assuming the reins, had

immense nclies and large paiaphemaha He felt

himself hound therein He 5 earned to bt fiee

He would use golden vessels foi the Mutt Puja

but foi hie own use lie would 1 a\e simple wooden

vessels He could not niideistand why people led

ewl wa\s He would shuddei to hear of the

worlds wickedness He would talk word- of

wisdom as frcelv to the pnnce as to the peasant

He was nevei leseivcd IK would listen patiently

and advice freclv without feai 01 fnoui He was

the most easily accessible of all Thousands of

people waited him daih and pia\ed for the relief

of then wants He had a kind woid to say to

each aftei attentuek listening to his or hei tale of

woe ami then give them some prasada which

would euie their malady eithei phvsical or mental

He would actually shed tears when ho found people

suffciing and would pray to god to lohove their

suffering Such was his simplicity that every

disciple of his felt that he possessed a tower

of stionglh in his Guru who could be approached

at all times on even the slightest pretext of

distress



He wa9 mighty in his learning Ho wa»

voracious in his reading. A sharp intellect, a

retentive memory and a keen /est went to mark

him as the most distinguished scholar of his day

His liesure moments, ho would never spend in

vain He would always either read something or

repeat something. His learning was not onlv

deep but also many sided. Fie could hr.jak a lauco

with any adversary in any of the sastras. There

was no branch of knowledge which he did not

know and that sastraically. He was Mantra

Sastra personified Mantras were at his finger's

ends. He knew Nadi S.istra a sastra <|iiito

unknown now-adays—perfectly well He wast

equally learned in Vaidya Sastra He knew very

well the medicinal value of all kinds of herbs In

Tarka and Vedanta nobody could even understand

the arguments put forth l.v him without much

labour and thought- With all his learning he was

perfectly simple in his expositions. 'I he highest

truths he would expound to the voriosl tyro in

language easily understandable by him The most

knotty points he would unravel in a marvellously

easy way to the intense admiration of his audience.

The Sastras were his playground. He would

revel in them as often and as much as he could.

Besides the Sastras be was an adept in kavyas and
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dramas also. It may be fairly said without fear

of contradiction that he had gone through every

branch of Sanskrit Literature and retained most of

it
:

D his memory. It was a very favourite pastime

with him to re|>eat what are known as Antadt

S'ok&s. More than half-a-dozen pandits may

rwge together against him and still be would be a

natch to them all. He wouid repeat from

icemory Slokas by thousands and all hi«. opponents

Jiay ovhaust all tteir -.tores hut lie would be in-

exhaustible. Kamayana was his favourite Poem.

He would oftentimes read it and while reading it

merge himself in its scenes and laugh or weep as

occasion demanded. It was an exceedingly rare

privilege and pleasuie to hear him read those ex-

cellent scenes so excellently pom.iyed in the

Kamayana. Most of the book lie knew by heart

and when he read them the hearer would feel as

though transported to the actual scenes and would

be carried away by emotions suited to the occa-

sion He was a very good poet as will be clear

from these pages. Hut all his powers of composi-

tion were directed towaids praising the gods and

invoking their blessings on mankind. When he

entered a shrine he would involuntarily begin to

repeat slokas He oared not for ornate flourishes-



in his poems. They were the outpourings of an

exuberant soul Genuine flow of Bhakti could Ix;

traced in each of his poems. He wrote not for

name or fame. He would muse on the deity and

would quite unexpectedly fall into tho poetic vein

and repeat slokas after «lokas the force and

pathos of which pierced through the hardest heart

and brought tears oven to eves that nover before

wept under the influence of religion. Similarly

while teaching his disciples any sastraie work he

would all on a sudden begin to lecture lucidly and

eloquently on the most iibstiuse points and on

several of these occasions no notes were taken and

thus full many a gem of purest ray serene ' has

been lost to the world

He was intensely earnest m his lihakti He

never considered himself as otbei than human

He would pray to God ardently that his human

short-comings may Ik: leetih.'d His method of

performing Puja was a sight to see. N'one could

hurry him in his puja He ma\ havo some one

hundred idols before him Each idol must he

separately worshipped. lUch must have its

allotted sandal, akshata. kumkuma and flower.

Each must be praised Each must l>c meditated

upon. Of course Sri Chandramoulisvara and Sri



Sarada occupied the foremost place in his mind.

Tbcy stood apart and ho was never satisfied with

doing puja to them. He may not on some days

do any outward puja to them, hut inwardly they

never left his mind He used to converse with

them freely and even quarrel with them at times as

though they were his playmates. He would never

think of them as images hut would feel their living

presence. He would not give them any naitedya

(offering) either too hot or too cold. He would try

his host to make them eat whatever he offered

them. He would repeat stotras with all the

enthusiasm of a devotee and at times dance for

joy Above all his Bhakti towards his gum was

something beyond description. He would talk for

days together about the greatness of his guru. All

his talk, all his deeds, in short everything of his, he

would dedicate to his guru. His gum was ever a

living presence to him. He would consult him on

each and every occasion. Without his express

permission ho would never do anything. He

would ho never tired of worshipping his guru. His

guru also was equally attached to him. He called

our Swami as the anrasnputra (own son) of Sri Sara-

da. He told him that he would enjoy all the bless-

ings of his lifelong penance- Even after his departure



be appeared to bis disciple and told bun tbat be

was always near him. This intense gurubbakti,

this refusal to leave the guru alone even after his

departure from this world was a thing unknown

in the annais of modern discipleship Kverj day

be would first worship his guru's sandals Hi*

Gurupadukastotra (pp 207 200} will clearly indi-

cate the qualities he attributed even to the sandals

of his guru There need not he any doubt about

the sincerity of his utterances. They need not ho

attributed to poetic exaggeration He not on!\

fully believed in what ho s.ud but lie knew full

well that they were nil true

His kindness knew no bounds To one ind
all tbat approached him he was uniformly kind
Harshness was a thing unknown to bun Hatied
was a word not to be found in his vocabularv Ho
was always kind. Even to his seivants he was noth-
ing but kind Real anger was really foriegu to
him. Kven feigned angor was but the passing mood
of a moment Kind words, kind dee Is and kind
thoughts be spread all around Always with a
smiling countenance full ol benevolent intention,
be would warmly welcome every one that ap-
proached him, tenderly enquire after tbeir welfare
as though he were a member of tbeir family and



by words and deeds relieve their distress whatever

that may be. Fie would never forget faces, but

remember people once seen even after the expiry

of thirty years. He would never rest content with

having done a kindness to his bhakta. He would

always bo eager to do him more. He would shower

blessings on hint one after another in quick succes-

sion. He was ever ready not only to alleviate

the physical and mental distress of his innumer-

able disciples hut was equally prompt iD

teaching them the required mantras, in initiating

them into the path of knowledge and dhyana and

in showing them the means to liberation. He

knew instinctively what a person wanted and

would teach him just the thing required. In short

every one who approached him returned not only

perfectly satisfied but also overwhelmed with his

kindness

He was an extremely pleasant conversa-

tionist. His conversations were always full of

sparkling wit and wisdom. He would always have

the right word to say at tbo right moment. His

arguments would be not only quite convincing but

also splendid homethrusts. For instance, a certain

person who bad not much of faith in our sastras

but who wm still attracted by the tremendous



magnetic force of His Holiness approached him

and asked him as follows " What is the use of the

Sraddha ceremony ? Is it not mere superstition ?

Is it not absurd to say that by offering some things

here in a prescribed way the forefathers were satis-

fied? The rice we offer is still in our presence

and yet how could we "say that our forefathers

have partaken of it and are hence content. Can

absurdity go further." His Holiness smiled and

replied. " My dear—. You are perfectly right in

your doubt. If I show you a parallel example

where by observing certain prescribed rules and

forms, a person who is not in your presence is sa-

tisfied, will you accede that it is not so very

absurd as it at first seems to you. Take for exam-

ple the system of Telegraphic Money Orders. The

authorities have prescribed certain rules and forms

for such Telegraphic Money Orders. If you con-

form to those rules and forms and take the money

to the Post Office, even while the money you paid

lies on the table in your presence, the person to

whom you intended it to benefit is actually bene-

fitted. While human agencies can thus satisfy the

cravings of people at a distance is it impossi-

ble for divine agencies? Only you should do it as

it is prescribed. In the instance of the Telegraphic



Money Order also it is so. Unless you strictly

follow the prescribed rules and forms no effect will

be produced. Similarly your forefathers who had

eyes of wisdom foresaw the methods by which tbey

could be pleased after their departure from this

world and prescribed the rites and rules accord-

ingly. If ycu follow them you would cer-

tainly please them. Why do you doubt it?" The

hearer was quite struck with the force of the argu-

ment and went away thoroughly changed in his

mind. Thus, words and arguments came to him

of their own accord at the requisite moment. The

Poet Bhavabhuti's saying s^isftwt JJireiraf ^Wjf-

S3W% was quite true in his case. His words

never went empty. As he was full of anuqraha

he scattered his blessings far and wide.

He was a great Yogi and a Siddha of a very

high order. Nothing was impossible to him. The

great Bajayogin Sri Sadasivendra Sarasvati was his

ideal. But he more than realised his ideal. The

only difference was, the one roamed freely wher-

ever he willed whereas the other was bound down

to a mighty Seat by the command of his guru and

accordingly had to restrain himself within its limi-

tations. But numerous were the occasions when

bis yogic powers were much in evidence. In th&



midst of a very large concourse of people, amidst

the din and noise of a huge crowd, when different

kinds of musical instruments were at their loudest,

when brahmins loudly chanted the Upanishads,

when the temple bells pealed with loud ringing

noise, in the midst of so much hubbub and confu-

sion he would restrain his breath, and go into a

trance. Suddenly his form would become motion-

less, his eyes would be more than half closed, un-

consciousness would overtake him and he would

remain in such transcendent Samadhi for even

hours together. None could rouse him np from

that trance. Who could fathom the depth of

that insensibility ? Everything will have to wait

until he returned of his own accord to conscious-

ness. Once while crossing the Tunga, his foot

slipped from the sandal and he had a nasty

cut right across his sole. The servant who

accompanied him supporting his palm was likewise

cut in his foot and when both reached the shore

the servant could not walk even a single step and

His Holiness observing this enquired of him the

cause of it. But the servant noting the free flow

of blood from the sole of His Holiness was much

shocked and pointed it out to him. But he simply

passed bis hand over the sole and said that



nothing was the matter with him and lo! the

servant was surprised to rind the sole quite hale

without any sign of any cut. Then the servant

was given some prasada and was advised to stay

at home till his foot healed. He could be present

in several places' simultaneously. Once while at

Ramesvaram he wanted a particular disciple who

was away at Trichinopoly to go to him. On re-

ceipt of the wire the disciple ran in all haste to

Rameswaram which he reached at about 9 o'clock

in the (light, but found that His Holiness was at

Dhanushkodi. The disciple wanted to go to

Dbanushkodi at once but no sort of conveyance

could be had then either for love or for money.

Neither a single eart nor a palanquin wa3

available. As for boats they were not to be

thought of. since the winds were unfavourable.

While in this plight tbe disciple prayed to

his guru to take him to Dhanushkodi and wonder

of wonders ! at about one o'clock in the night three

boatmen came to the disciple of their own accord,

took him to a boat and hoisted tbe mast. The

wind was quite favourable, the disciple saw his

guru also accompanying him and chatting pleasant-

ly tbSijiOiKliey to Dhanushkodi was accomplished

W. ii



within one hour. On alighting there the disciple

lost sight of his guru who accompanied him all

along and when he was ushered into his presence

at the Mutt the guru smiled and the disciple wept

for joy. The boat that took the disciple in the

dead of night could not return but had to drift for

a month on account of unfavourable wind. On

another occasion he wanted a particular disciple

who was 250 miles away to go to him. He sent

a mental message and the disciple who was then

fully engrossed in his business heard all on a sud-

den the clarion call of his guru and be immediately

started to bis holy presence. When it was reached

the first greeting of his guru was " Did you receive

this message (touching his heart) that I sent you."

Instances like this could be multiplied but space

forbids.

Above all he was a true Sannyasin. Never for

a moment did he swerve even one-thousandth of

an inch from the rigorous path ordained for that

most noble and most difficult of all asramas, the

Sannyasa Asrama. None had mastered its rules so

well and none followed them so closely as he. In

spite of hie manifold duties as the head of the most

influential Mutt, in spite of his innumerable disci-
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plea who did not allow him ereu a single moment's

leisure and in spite of the various calls on his at-

tention he was most faithful to the duties of his-

as'rama. His was true renunciation. In the midst

of strife he knew the abiding Peace. He was

• right in the midst of the world but still quite be-

yond it. He was thoroughly unattached to any-

thing wordly, though he appeared extremely at-

tached to every one of his disciples. He was-

thoroughly selfless though he was always medita-

ting on the Self- He was a triumphant example,

a living realisation of the complete conquest of all

dvandvas or pairs of opposites. He did not care a

straw for all the gold or all the fame that is in this

Universe. He held the world but as a world, as a

stage where every one had to play a part. He had.

thoroughly controlled his flesh. He was full of

soul, full of the reality of religion, full of joy and

full of blessed purity. In short, He was undoubt-

edly a very great Mahatma but without any

mysteries or occultisms.

I may thus go on ad infinitum mentioning;

one after another his marvellous divine qualities.

But words fail me. My mind is bewildered by the-

grandeur of the mighty personage whom I hav»



ventured to draw a sketch of. I have not been

able to express here even one-millionth part of

what I feel. Was he not God incarnate—a living

and walking God on earth ? Was he not then, in

the language of the Sruti, beyond the reach

of words ? Then who am I to attempt a sketch

of him? He was infinity and infinite were his

qualities. How can any one adequately des-

cribe in words this vast storehouse of know-

ledge, this boundless ocean of bbakti, this

original fountain-head of mercy, this undented

source of purity, this personal embodiment of all

virtues and this perfect type of rigorous renuncia-

tion. Even the mind refuses to fathom the depth

of the all-round greatness of this mighty personage.

What need be said about the poverty of words? He

was unique with none to approach him even as

second. His spotless holiness, his deep piety, his

unspeakable blessedness, his endless wisdom, his

childlike peacefulness and his universal affection

beggar all description. His was a life of resolute

good, unalterable will and quenchless desire of

Universal happiness. He was and is in short,

That light whose smile kindles the Universe,

That Beauty in which all things work and move,



That Benediction which the eclipsing Curse

Of birth can quench not, that sustaining Love-

Which through the web of being blindly wov»

By man and beast and earth and air and sea,

Burns bright or dim, as each are mirrors of

The fire for which all thirst."

The humblest of all his disciples,

J. JC. JSalasubrahmanyam.



INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

A word of explanation as regards the places

where and the occasions when these stotras were

composed will be found very useful for a right

understanding of them.

The Gauadbipapancbaratnam (pp. 1—2) was

composed in imitation of Sri Sankara Bhagavat-

pada's Ganesapancharatna for the purpose of

recitation during the Gai.iapatisabba held annually

in the presence of His Holiness for twenty one

days commencing from the Vinayaka Cbaturtbi.

The Gauadhipastuti (pp. 3—i) as also the

Sarvamangalamababale^varastava (pp. 259—261)

were composed while His Holiness visited Gokan.ia

in Kanara, Bombay Presidency, during his second

tour.

The Ganesastava (p. 5) was uttered at Muyattu-

puzha in Travancore during bis fourth and last tour.

The Vinayakastuti (p. 6) was given out at

Kaladi when the image of Ganfesa was newly

consecrated under an aavattha tree.



Sarada Stotra (pp. 10—23) was the expres-

sion of his yearning to see the goddess when he

was away from Sringeri for about three years

during his second tour. On his return to Sringeri

he repeated the same slokas in the presence of

the Goddess altering the fourth line of each stanza

into €|r fttsfer mvv^ •

The S&radachatusshashti (pp. 24—40) whore-

in he states that having seen Sri Sarada there is

nothing more to do, was repeated at the close of

his third tour which lasted for about four years.

The Vanipvasnamalastuti (pp. 67—71) has a

tale of its own. After his third yatra His Holiness

resolved not to undertake any more tours but to

spend all his time in lonely meditation in the

forests adjoining Sringeri. But all on a sudden

there came the command from Sri Sarada to His

Holiness to undertake what has now become the

world famous Kaladiyatra and consecrate there the

image of Sri Sankara Bhagavatpada and thereby

release that village from the curse that attached

to it. His Holiness was very much disinclined

to go out and hence he asks Sarada the reason

why she sends him away. In this stotra His

Holiness recalls his favourite resorts at Sringeri

and recounts also almost all his daily doings there.



In the second stanza be states that bis Guru called

him as the aurasaputra of Sri Sarada and in the

last two stanzas he reveals his fondness for

Atmavidyavilasa and Vivekachudamani.

At Kaladi His Holiness wanted to consecrate

not only Sri Sankar&charya but also his mother.

But not having any portrait of his mother he

ordered the image of Sri Sarada to be substituted

for that of the mother of Sri Sankara, since the

latter had addressed Sri Sarada as his mother in

his Sarada Bhujanga Stotra as *R *IR3[t*3T1W

*T^J3ftH I Accordingly Sri Sarada's image was

consecrated and the stotras of His Holiness before

that image are to be found in pp. 72—94.

On his final return to Sringeri his pathetic

address to Sri Sarada will be found in pp. 95—98.

The Sarada Stotras given in pp. 99—139 were

composed on different occasions during the Nava-

ratri festivals at Sringeri. The Goddess would

then be decorated in different ways on different

Vahanas and each of them has been dilated upon

by His Holiness in this stotra.

The Saradasatasldkistava (pp. 140—165) gives

room to infer (sloka 25) that the whole of the

Ashtanga Ydga was taught to His Holiness by Sri

Sarada herself.



The Jag&dambastuti (pp. 166—167) is in imi-

tation of the Mdhamudgara of Sri Sankaraeharya

and is evidently incomplete.

The stotras in pp. 168—170 as also those in

pp. 281—284 are evidently attempts at composing

with the Wjamantras of Sri Vidya as initials of

each sloka. But unfortunately all these stotras

are incomplete.

The Dvinetra>ambbustuti (pp. 176—178) was

composed at Kuttalam waterfalls in the Tinnevelly

District during the Sankarajayanti festival.

Pages 179- 203 contain the stotras on hri

Sankara Bhagavatpada composed at Kaladi. They

contain also the stanzas (27 and 28 in pp. 202—3)

wherein His Holiness resigns his office into the

hands of the original founder.

The stotras on his Guru cover pp. 207—223

and therein he recalls several of the incidents that

took place between himself and his Guru

Vidyatlrtha and Vidyasankara are the names

of one and the same personage who is still in

lambika Y6ga in the beautiful temple erected over

him at Sringeri by his disciple the famous Vidya-

ranya. It is said that he is even now being

worshipped every night by the ganas and that the



ringing sound of the bells on such occasions is

quite audible. These incidents are related in the

stotras on him in pp. 224—231.

Then follow the stotras on Sri Sada^ivendra

(pp. 232—245) the ideal of His Holiness sung at

. Nerur, the place of Samadhi of the greatest Baja-

y6gin of Southern India.

The Stotras in pp. 255—258 and in pp. 313

—320 were addressed to the deities at Garalapura

otherwise known as Nanjang&d in the Mysore

Province.

The Trichinopoly District has the privilege of

claiming three of his stotras (pp.' 262—3, 289—90

and 409).

The Lalitambaparamesvarastotra (pp. 270

—

274) consists of fifteen slokas exclusive of the

dedication sloka and each of these slokas begins

with one of the aksharas of the Sri Vidya mantra.

This mantra contains seven devyaksbaras, five Siva

aksharas and three Ubhaya aksharas and hence

in this stotra also we find seven slokas addressed

to the Goddess, five to Siva and three to both,

Prithvidbararajaputryashtakam (pp. 278—

280) was uttered at the Narasimha mountain

when His Holiness was fully engrossed in dhyana.



In this aloka His Holiness considers himself as

though full of worldly vanity without attaining

even a particle of that Supreme Bliss. But a

perusal of the same will give a clear idea of the

requisites of a true sannyasin.

The Durgastava (pp. 285—6) was addressed

to Durgadevi at Sringeri when plague threatened

that Jaghir. Since this prayer not a single case

of plague occurred there.

The Sivasuvaniamalastava (pp. 341—349) is

evidently incomplete.

In the Dakshiiiasyanakshatramalastotram (pp.

364—371) it will be observed that each sloka be-

gins and ends with the letter 5. This was com-

posed when His Holiness once began the repeti-

tion of Antadi slokas with several pandits ranged

against him. The condition prescribed was that

each sloka should begin and end with 5. Then

His Holiness composed this poem on the spur of

the moment while the others could not conform to

the rule.

The Srikhan<lakbai.i(.lasbatpadi (pp. 43b'— 7)

was composed when the image of several monkeys

and birds playing in the midst of creepers was

carved in sandalwood and presented to His

Holiness.



Of the several stotras composed by His Holi-

ness praying for the welfare of his disciples the

Batnagarbhaherambasiava (p. 439) was to bless

the undersigned when at the command of His

Holiness he commenced the Memorial Edition of

.the works of Sri Hankaracharya. Of the two

Saradastotras the first (p. 439) invokes the bless-

ings of Sri Sarada on the Bharatamahamanilal and

its organisers, while the second (p. 440) urges on

Sri Sarada to shower her choicest blessings on the

present Maharaja of Mysore and his brother the

Yuvaraja who are very devoted disciples of His

Holiness and to whom His Holiness was much

attached. The Gouri$astuti (p. 444) also invokes

the blessings of God Siva on His Highness of

Mysore and was composed on the occasion of the

coronation of the present Maharaja. The Sri-

kanthesastuti (p. 442) was to bless H. H.

Chamarajendra Wodayar, the late Maharaja of

Mysore. The Sivastuti (p. 445) was addressed to

the goddess to make his disciple Sri Narasimha

Sastri omniscient or all knowing. This was com-

posed when His Holiness resolved to nominate

this Sri Narasimha Sastri as his successor. On

assuming the asrama Sri Narasimha Sastri

ascended the Vyakhyana Simhasana of the Sringeri
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Mutt under the name of Sri Chandra^ekbara

Bharatt, a name selected by His Holiness himself.

The Nrisimhastotra (p. 446) was composed at the

Narasimha mountain invoking the blessings of God

Narasimha on Brahmasii K. Rama Sastrigal, the

adopted son of the illustrious Sri Lakshmi Nrisim-

ha Sastrigal of Mysore.

Atmastava (p. 447) was addressed to the

agent Sadacharapravartanapraviua Srikan(.ba Sas-

trigal when His Holiness thought of entrusting the

Mutt Puja and everything to him, and devoting

himself complstely to constant dhyana.

In spite of the greatest care some mistake*

have crept in, in the printing of this Volume and

these are rectified in the Erratta given at the end

of the book.

cT. JC. cBalasubrahmanyam.
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